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President’s
CIA views
| dfaw ifire

Carter, Mondale 2
call remarks ‘false’

_From Staff and Wire Reports

." WASHINGTON — President Rea-
-gan, in the wake of his suggestion

Wednesday that U.S. intelligence !
“Capability was nearly destroyed be- |
. fore he took office, drew sharp criti- '
‘cism yesterday from Walter F. Mon-
dale, former President Jimmy Car-
ter and former directors of the CIA.
. Mr. Reagan, meanwhile, said the
remarks about the CTA that he made
‘at a campaign stop in Bowling
~Green, Ohio, bad been “distorted” by
the press. WLite House spokesman
Larry Speakes said Mr. Reagan had
ot meant to blame the Carter ad-
rninjstration for the lack of warning
about last week’s bombing of the
U.S. Embassy annex in Beirut, but
rather to put the responsibility on a
" decade-long “clirnate in Congress |
“that resulted in inadequate funding
"and support for intelligence-gather-
ing capabilities” during both the

Ford and Carter administrations.

The controversy was touched off
when Mr. Reagan, in response to a
question about security at U.S. em-
bassies, talked of the need for im-
proved intelligence to guard against

~attacks. He cited the “near destruc-
tion of our intelligence capability in
recent years — before we came
hére” and added that “we’re trying

.. to rebuild our intelligence to where
you’ll find out and know in advance
what the target might be and be pre-
pared for it.”

Asked Wednesday whether Mr.
Reagan was referring to cutbacks in
intelligence staffing under President

 Carter, a White House spokesman

' said, “I'll let you draw your own con-

.clusions, but you wouldn’t be
wrong.”

At a press conference in New
York~ yesterday, Mr. Mondale
launched a blistering attack on Mr.
Reagan’s handling of U.S. security in
Lebanon. In response to reporters’
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questions, he said the president must
admit responsibility for “inexcusa-
ble” lapses in security for U.S. per-

| sonnel in Lebanon that permitted the

bombing at the embassy anpex.
The Democratic candidate also

* said the president had undermined
| the security interests of the United

States by saying, as Mr. Reagan did
Wednesday, that the U.S. intelli-
gence capability was weak.

“In saying the CIA is weak, he en-
courages the same terrorists and our
enemies around the world to believe

that we don’t have an effective intel-
ligence capacity, when we do,” Mr.
Mondale said.

“That's dead wrong,” he said of
the president’s charge that the Car-
ter-Mondale administration had left
U.S. intelligence agencies “near de-
struct'on.”

“This is 1984 — not 1980,” Mr.
Mondale added, “and he’s responsi-
bie for that government.”

Earlier yesterday, Mr. Carter is-
sued a statement from his Atlanta
office calling Mr. Reagan’s state-
ment false and “personally insult-
mg.”

The former president said he had .
“listened with disappointment and
anger” for 3'4 years “to a stream of
false assertions made by President
Reagan in his attempt to blame his
every mistake and failure on me and
others who served before him in the
White House.” :

He said be had not responded “to
these many innuendoes and deliber-
ate misstatements of fact” out of re-
spect to the office of the president.

But he said Mr. Reagan’s claim
Wednesday, in Mr. Carter’s words,
“that his predecessors are responsi-
ble for the repeated terrorist bomb-
ings of Americans is personally in-
sulting and too gross-in its implica-

" tions to ignore.”

“He only has to question his own
administration officials to deter-
mine that his statement was also
completely false,” Mr. Carter said.

“This series of tragedies in the
Middle East bas been brought about
by the president’s own deeply flawed

" policy and inadequate security pre-

cautions in the face of proven dan-
ger-ll -

He also said Mr. Reagan’s “frivo-
lous reference to tardy kitchen re-
pairs” in explaining why increased
security measures at the embassy
annex were not completed before
last week “is indicative of his refusal
to face the reality of his own respon-
sibility.”

" made the ultimate sacrifice of their

Mr. Carter's reference was .
Reagan’s statement Sunday in New
York comparing work being done to
improve security at the embassy
annex to home remodeling. “About
75 percent of all the work that had to
be done had been completed,” the
president said. “Anyone who ever
had the kitchen done over knows it
never gets done as soon as you wish
it would.”

Mr. Carter said Mr. Reagan
“should apologize for these mislead-
ing statements to the American peo-
ple, and particularly to the many
suffering families of those who have

lives in Lebanon.”

. More broadly, several former
high intelligence officials said the
cutback in overseas intelligence
agents began in 1967, long before the
Carter administration. It was car-
ried out, they said, under Presidents
Johnson, Nixon, Ford and Carter and
by 1978, the Carter White House had
reversed the trend and was pushing
for increases in intelligence funds.

Moreover, several officials said
that there had been no intelligence
failure before the Beirut bombing
because warnings from terrorist
groups about such an attack had
been made public.

Stansfield Turner, CIA director
under President Carter, said that
Mr. Reagan’s remarks were ‘‘some
of the most undignified, unworthy
comments from a president I've
ever seen. It’s unfair for any presi-
dent 3'4 years into office to try to
cast blame on his predecessor. He’s
had plenty of time to do whatever he
wants to do with the intelligence ap-
paratus.”

Mr. Turner said the CIA budget,
which is classified, doubled during
the Carter administration, and he
charged that Mr. Reagan was “des-
perately trying to justify his failures .
in the midst of an election cam-
paign.”

Mr. Turner said he eliminated
820 positions at the CIA in 1977 in |
reponse to recommendations made |
by agency professionals during the |
Ford administration. He said that
the cuts were made only at agency -

- headquarters in the context of reduc-
; ing staffing levels that had been
i bloated during the Vietnam War and
that they affected ‘“bureaucratic
overhead in Washington” and not
! “intelligence operations overseas.”
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